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Thirty-Six Grants Awarded to Educators in Fresno, Kings, Madera and Tulare Counties

Fresno, CA — Thousands of students have the opportunity to participate in innovative
projects this school year, funded by the California Table Grape Commission on behalf of
California’s table grape growers.

In total, 56 education grants worth up to $750 each were awarded. The funded projects
will be implemented in the current academic year and will reach over 7,500 students,
grades K through 12, in the table grape growing regions of California’s San Joaquin and
Coachella valleys. Thirty-six of the grants were awarded to educators in Fresno, Kings,
Madera and Tulare counties.

“The education grant program is one of the ways table grape growers in California give
back to communities in which they live and work,” said Kathleen Nave, president of the
commission.

Examples of the projects in Fresno, Kings, Madera and Tulare counties include
constructing robotic kits to teach about the basics of computer programming, using
virtual reality headsets to watch 3D videos on subjects such as DNA molecules and
archaeological wonders, and creating a collaborative art mural to display in the school
cafeteria.

Here are the grant recipients from those counties and their projects by school district:

Central Unified School District

e Doodling in 3D
Ryann Shoaf, Herndon Barstow Elementary School
Funds will be used for 3D pens to create original, three dimensional works of art for
these fourth through sixth graders. This exciting, new technology will spark interest
inart.

e Central West Self-Care Project
Michael Marquez, Central West High School
After-school yoga classes will provide high school students an opportunity to learn
about self-care, meditation, decreasing stress and mindful breathing to improve
health. Grant funds will be used for yoga mats, supplies and curriculum to help
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these high school students cope with stress, resolve conflict and learn about
confidence as they find value in themselves.

Mastering 5" Grade Through the Arts

Dawn Donat, Harvest Elementary School

Fifth grade students will learn art history, and techniques to develop their creative
thinking and problem solving as they make art. Grant funds will be used for
curriculum and art supplies.

Clovis Unified School District

Flexing our Brains through Flexible Seating

Nicole Lack, Nelson Elementary School

Fourth and Fifth grade students will enjoy flexible seating with swivel stools, lap
trays, outdoor mats and stability balls to name a few items. Math, reading and
writing will be the tasks at hand as student’s experiment and choose what seating
option works best for them.

STEM in the Classroom

Cindy Best, Mountain View Elementary School

First grade students will explore motion, magnetism and buoyancy as they complete
hands on experiments and engineering activities. Grant funds will purchase four
projects worth of Lakeshore Learning curriculum.

Coalinga-Huron Unified School District

Photo Journalism - Photographic Essays

Julie Lance, Coalinga High School

This digital and media arts project will study and emulate Pulitzer Prize winning
photographers such as Ansel Adams, Dorothea Lange, Eddie Adams and Alfred
Eisenstaedt. Eleventh and twelfth grade students will develop the tools necessary to
document events, people, places and things at industry standard with a photo ID
printer.

Delano Joint Union High School District

Innovative Designer Scarves

Carol Gardner, Cesar Chavez High School

Ninth through twelfth grade students will learn the art elements and principles of
scarf design with this project to create designer scarves. Grant funds will purchase
the Brother Scanner and Cut 2 to create unique scarves using their knowledge of
balance, harmony and unity.

Delano Union Elementary School District

ATMS Special Olympics

Jennifer Rivera, Almond Tree Middle School

Sixth through eighth grade special education students will receive running shoes
appropriate to track and field, both to practice for the Special Olympics and to keep
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afterward. Health and physical fitness activities provide an appreciation for an
active lifestyle, and good shoes reduce the risk of injury.

Dinuba Unified School District

Introduction to STEM Careers with Robotics

Andrew Vega, Lincoln Elementary School

These fourth through sixth graders will be using robotic kits funded by the grant to
complete various tasks in the fields of engineering, robotics, programming and
electrical design.

Exploring California Foods and Nutrition

Bronwen King, Kennedy Elementary School

Focused on California agriculture, this project will help teach science, reading, math
and nutrition. Third through sixth grade students will grow, cook and taste produce
first hand. Grant funds will purchase cooking supplies, California cheeses,
mushroom kits to grow and taste, and transportation to visit an olive oil company.

Firebaugh-Las Deltas Unified School District

Together we Paint

Ana Herrera, Firebaugh Middle School

Sixth, seventh and eighth grade students will create a 10x12 foot mural in this art
project focused on group collaboration, leadership, artistic responsibility and time
management. Grant funds will be used for art supplies, canvas, paint and brushes.

Fresno Unified School District

Aquaponics System for Chemistry and Agriscience Classroom

Cynthia Purves, Sunnyside High School

Tenth grade students will design and build an aquaponics system as they study
chemistry to demonstrate the technology emerging in agriscience. Grant funds will
be used to purchase an aquarium, equipment, plants and fish.

Coding for Students

Rafael Carranza Jr., Jane Addams Elementary School

Sixth grade students will learn to code with Tynker, an online program that teaches
math, technology and engineering by creating their own video games. Grant funds
will purchase a tablet and curriculum.

3D Scanner for 3D Visual Arts

Brandi Capuchino-Mendoza, Roosevelt High School

Visual arts classes, 3D design and math courses will be working with this 3D scanner
to be purchased with grant funds for ninth through twelfth grade students. With
this important piece of equipment students will be able to see objects differently
and scan them from multiple angles.

Arts and Crafts for Emotionally Disturbed Children

Kristy Page, Wilson Elementary School
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Grant funds will purchase art and craft supplies for emotionally disturbed first
through sixth grade students. Art instruction can be relaxing, it builds confidence,
improves fine-motor skills and helps create community.

Fresno and Clovis Unified School Districts

Implementation and Experimentation of OpenAg Food Computer

William Dunn, The Center for Advanced Research and Technology

Eleventh and twelfth grade students will be learning about engineering,
programming, earth and environmental sciences, agriculture and technology with
this project to build and program a food computer. They will grow the crops to be
monitored, experimenting to optimize production and sharing their findings with
middle school students who are interested in science and engineering.
Bioprospecting — Antibiotic Discovery from Natural Sources

Matt Jordan, Brad Parson, Michelle Mar, The Center for Advanced Research and
Technology

Eleventh and twelfth grade students will experiment to discover antibiotics from
natural sources through curiosity and experimentation. Grant funds will be used for
scientific equipment.

Golden Valley Unified School District

Live your Reality — Virtual or Real

Mike Erickson, Liberty Madera Ranchos High School

Virtual reality headsets will allow these ninth through twelfth grade students to
watch 3D videos about DNA molecules, pivotal historical events, journey through
the galaxy and experience archeological wonders without leaving the classroom.

Kingsburg Elementary Charter School District

Broadcasting Trailers

Garrett Smothers, Rafer Johnson Junior High School

Seventh and eighth grade students will create broadcasting trailers to promote
school events and spread awareness about various clubs and electives. Grant funds
will be used for Adobe Premier (School Edition) software.

The Green Classroom

Barbara McPherson, Lincoln Elementary School

Hands-on gardening will teach these second and third grade students about math,
reading, science, nutrition and more. Grant funds will be used to refurbish and
replace irrigation in a garden this same grant made possible two years ago.

Lindsay Unified School District

Virtual Reality Walkthroughs, Simulations and Games

Tyler Campbell, Lindsay High School

Virtual reality walkthroughs, simulations and games will make computer science,
math, physics and logic fun for these high school students. Coding and
programming will come to life as they prepare for their future.
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Pacific Union School District

| am the next Norman Rockwell!

Jane Hills, Pacific Union School

Oil paints and table easels will allow these fifth graders to connect with history and
create their own interpretation of one of the four basic freedoms delineated by
Franklin D. Roosevelt in his 1941 State of the Union Address.

Riverdale Joint Unified School District

The Wonders of Yosemite

Heather Burnett, Fipps Primary School

Funds will be used to take a trip to Yosemite after an in depth study of the National
Parks. Some topics include fossils, species survival, environmental changes over
time, the weather and glacial activity. These science lessons will focus on geography
and geology for these third grade students.

STEM-Learning Engineering with RC Cars

Mario Gonzalez, Riverdale High School

Ninth through twelfth grade students will use RC cars to conduct experiments to
learn about engineering, technology and design.

Sanger Unified School District

Selma

John Wash Community Garden

Mary Jakovickas, John Wash Elementary School

Grant funds will purchase a tool shed, garden bed, irrigation and gardening supplies
for third through sixth grade students to experience math and science as they work
collaboratively before school to grow fruit and vegetables, and learn about healthy
eating habits.

Infection Detection

Keith Berry, Fairmont Elementary School

Fifth graders will learn about germs, infections and agents of disease with this
infection detection science project. They will perform an investigation, analyze
data, propose a solution and share their findings.

A Picture is Worth 1,000 Words

Julie Daniel, Jefferson Elementary School

First through fifth grade students will learn about kindness and empathy by taking
pictures of people who are demonstrating acts of caring and kindness for display
and distribution. Grant funds will purchase cameras and supplies.

Unified School District

Ozobots for 6™ Graders

Cyndi Hernandez, Roosevelt Elementary School

Sixth grade students will program robotic kits as they learn social studies, math,
economics and more. Grant funds purchase Ozobot starter packs and construction
accessory kits so collaborative teams can engineer these robots.
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e Student Inventors Using littleBits
Jeromy Winter, Terry Elementary School
Kindergarten through sixth grade students will invent and learn about signals,
circuits, power, inputs, outputs, wires and magnetism. This after school program is
a collaboration with the library staff to learn about science. Grant funds will
purchase littleBit modules and accessories.

e Green Thumb Project
Diana Colmenero, Indianola Elementary School
Students as young as five will have the opportunity to investigate and understand
the basic needs and life cycle of plants through this Green Thumb Project to build
and plant a garden. Kindergarten through sixth grade students will build upon their
knowledge of ecosystems as they learn science, math and nutrition by teamwork
and physical activity.

Visalia Unified School District

e Trout in the Classroom
Amanda Prado, Crestwood Elementary School
Fifth grade students will raise trout from eggs, monitor water and tank quality, study
habitat and learn about conservation and the earth’s ecosystems. Science and math
will be the focus of the project, with funds used for an aquarium and supplies.

e A Rubik Science
Sal Campos, Golden Oak Elementary School
Grant funds will be used to purchase Rubik’s Cubes for these fourth grade students
to master a series of steps that leads to a solution. Math, sequential reasoning, the
process of incremental steps and spatial awareness improves cognitive function and
promotes self-confidence.

e Fundamentals of Mechanical Engineering, 101
Steven Post, Redwood High School
Double acting cylinders will allow these ninth through twelfth grade students to
compete in the state and national VEX competition, Starstruck. The project covers
mechanics, complex problem solving, troubleshooting as a team and computer
programming.

e Elementary and Junior High Counseling Resources
Audra Gosvener, Four Creeks Elementary, lvanhoe Elementary, Charter Home
School Academy
Children suffering from grief, lack of social skills and poor emotional regulation will
be taught in a small group setting with games and crafts to manage anger and feel
empathy. Grant funds will purchase counseling resources and supplies to improve
school adjustment for kindergarten through eighth grade students.

e Hands on Art: Mosaics
Sarah Coker, Sequoia High School
Grant funds will provide the tile cutters, glue and tiles for a hands-on art mosaics
project for tenth through twelfth grade students.

e Learning Through Body Movement
Ana Sanchez, lvanhoe Elementary School
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Grant funds will be used to purchase wobble chairs for these kindergarten through

fourth grade students. This special seating will provide an outlet for extra energy as
they learn math, reading and writing.

The Innovation in Teaching Education Grant Program was created in 1993 to support

innovative educational projects in the table grape growing regions of California’s San
Joaquin and Coachella valleys.

For more information, go to www.grapesfromcalifornia.com/EducationGrants.php.
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